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ABOUT US
In operation since 1963, the

Charlotte Area Fund (CAF) is a non-

profit organization and the designated community action agency
for Mecklenburg County whose:

Mission is to identify and address poverty causes by providing
programs and services that assist economically disadvantaged
citizens with gaining the skills and abilities necessary to achieve
self-sufficiency.

Vision is to be Mecklenburg County’s recognized community
action agency, empowering residents while ensuring equal
opportunity for all.

Some of the initiatives developed and programs operated by
Charlotte Area Fund in the past are: Food Bank of Metrolina (now
known as Second Harvest Food Bank), Legal Services of the

THE NEED: POVERTY IS
EVERYBODY'S PROBLEM

Southern Piedmont, Head Start, employment and training (now
WIOA), and Weatherization.

14.2% of Mecklenburg county residents lived below poverty and
struggled to make ends meet in 2016;
More than 48,000 children in the county are living in poverty, almost
20% of the county’s children.
A family of three would need to make $24 an hour (3 times the
minimum wage) to make a “living income” in Mecklenburg County
More than one-quarter of those in poverty in Mecklenburg County
did not complete high school.
One-third of all single moms in Mecklenburg are in poverty

Source: The Budget and Tax Center‘s Economic Snapshots .www.NCJustice.org, NC Budget and Tax
Center, Living Income Standard 2014, U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 American Community Survey 1-year
estimates.

THE SOLUTION: OUR PROGRAMS &
SERVICES
Our

Self-Sufficiency Project provides comprehensive case management

services to low-income clients for the attainment of employment and
ultimately, self-sufficiency. Some of the components of the SelfSufficiency Project include employment, education, consumer
education/money management, and nutrition activities.

Our

Nutrition Assistance Project provides emergency food for residents

of Mecklenbury County. Through nutrition counseling, clients are able to
identify other low-cost food sources in the area and realize that health
and nutrition are relevant to becoming self-sufficient, economically and
physically.

THE IMPACT: RESULTS PEOPLE
CAN FEEL
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BREAKING THE CYCLE OF
GENERATIONAL POVERTY
The focus of our Self- Sufficiency Project is to assist
low income individuals with achieving financial
independence through a combination of certified
skills training, job search, and the attainment of
employment. One of the highlights of our 2016-2017
program year was to have a mother and daughter to
graduate from the project. Through the guidance,
training and services they received at CAF, they are
now both completely self-sufficient. The mother,
Teresa Hughes is currently employed as the Nutrition
Assistant at CAF and has an outstanding testimony

OUR LEADERSHIP:
SUSTAINABILITY OF OUR CAUSE
Our powerful Board of Directors represent various local
elected officials, community organizations and local
companies that have great influence in our community. This is
vital in positioning our leadership team as one of reach,
resources and influence, thus making us outstanding marketing
agents, community volunteers, and fundraising partners to aid
in the growth and continued development of Charlotte Area
Fund.

of how our programs have impacted her family
and the importance of breaking the cycle of
generational poverty.

OUR COMMITMENT: INTEGRITY & DIGNITY
Charlotte Area Fund is committed to being the leader in the fight against poverty in Mecklenburg County. It is our top
priority to be good stewards of our funds by using all sources of income efficiently and effectively. We serve our clients
with dignity and respect.

The Promise of Community Action: Community action changes people’s lives, embodies the spirit of hope,
improves communities and makes America a better place to live. We care about the entire community and we are
dedicated to helping people help themselves and each other.

